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We were 
pleased to as-
sist in the ef-
forts to sched-
ule Congress-
man Glenn 
Thompson 
and State Sen-
ator Jake Cor-
man for meet-
ings in the 

Philipsburg area.  These two elected 
officials proactively asked to meet 
with folks from our region.   
 
 
Continued on Page 2 

A Message from the  
Executive Director 

On Friday, October 11th, Con-
gressman Glenn Thompson 
convened the first meeting of 
the new Philipsburg Area Ad-
visory Council.  The meeting 
was held in the MVEDP’s con-
ference room at the Moshan-
non Valley Enterprise Center 
facility. 
 
In mid-September, GT contact-
ed the MVEDP and asked if we 
could assist in getting a meet-
ing of area officials together to 
talk about the issues that are 
most impacting our area.  The 
response from local officials 
was excellent.  As the MVEDP 
staff assisted in organizing the 
local group, we thought it im-
portant to have leaders from all types 
of businesses represented at the meet-
ing. 
 

Able to attend the meeting on the 11th 
were: Rebecca Inlow of the Rowland 
Theatre, John Streno, Mayor of 
Philipsburg, Ben Eltz of Diamondback 
Truck Covers, Bob Etchells and 
Shelly Mann of Windy Hill Village, 
Faith Maguire and Eric Kelmenson of 
the Philipsburg Revitalization Corpo-
ration, Pauline Raab and Mark Wen-
dle of Cen Clear Child Services, Scott 
Mitchell of the Centre County YMCA, 
Wes Cartwright of the emergency re-
sponse community, Leonard Oddo of  
The GEO Group, and Stan LaFuria of 
the MVEDP. 
 
Continued on Page 2 

Congressman Thompson Convenes First Meeting of  

Philipsburg Area Advisory Council 
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PIDA Loan Program –  
Rates Lowered Again 

Congressman Thompson  
Continued from Page 1 

Topics for discussion at that first meeting in-
cluded: workforce availability and training, how 

to make the federal Opportunity Zone program 
work in rural areas like the Moshannon Valley, 
the presence of blight in certain areas of the 

community and region, the importance of the 
GEO Group-FBOP contract to this area, and the 
Corridor O four-lane highway project that was 

developed and discussed years ago.  Corridor O 
would be a four-lane highway from I-99 in the 
Port Matilda area, to I-80 in Clearfield County. 

Our elected officials are very important to local eco-
nomic development efforts, an example being Con-
gressman Thompson’s recent efforts to help us se-
cure USDA funding for renovations at our Enter-
prise Center facility. 
 
Congratulations to Steve Dershem, Mark Higgins 
and Michael Pipe for their reelection to the Centre 
County Board of Commissioners.  For Clearfield 
County, we congratulate John Sobol, Tony Scotto 
and Dave Glass for their victories in the race for 
Clearfield County Commissioner. 
 
The two sets of county commissioners are ad hoc 
members of the MVEDP’s board of directors. 
Rush Township has a newly elected supervisor in 
Jason Vaux, congratulations to Jason. 
 
The MVEDP had its own election for our board of 
directors and congratulations are in order to Karen 

Blair, Jeff Herr, Bill Jones, and John Shimko of the 
current board for their re-election victories.  Con-
gratulations too to Gene Wardo for winning a seat 

on the board.  Gene was on the MVEDP board pre-
viously, went off the board, and then wanted to run 
again to serve the board and community.  

MVEDP Board of Directors  
Election Results 

The Pennsylvania Industrial Development Author-
ity (PIDA) has lowered the interest rates on loans 
through their state loan program.  PIDA is a loan 
program available to companies for their projects 
such as land and buildings, machinery and equip-
ment and working capital/lines of credit. 
 
A business can now get a loan with a rate of 
1.75% for the first seven years of a fifteen year  
 
Continued on Page 7 

Congressman Glenn Thompson Message 
Continued from Page 1 

The MVEDP concluded its board of directors election 
on Friday, November 1st.  Six candidates were run-
ning for the five available seats on the board.  Five 
incumbents were running to retain their seats. 
 
The MVEDP received 69 ballots back from its mem-
bers which was almost half of the total number of bal-
lots mailed to the MVEDP’s members.  The five win-

ners, in the order of the number of votes that they re-
ceived were: Jeff Herr, Bill Jones, John Shimko, Ka-
ren Blair, and Gene Wardo.  Congratulations to these 
board members.   
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Senator Jake Corman  Provides a  
Harrisburg Update to the Region 

Nittany Laser, LLC  

Expands at the MVRBC 

We were pleased to have State Senator 
Jake Corman speak at the October 24th 
meeting of the Philipsburg Kiwanis Club.  
Senator Corman had asked for an oppor-
tunity to come over the mountain to 
Philipsburg to meet with local residents 
and provide an update on the key issues in 
Harrisburg. 
 
Senator Corman provided an excellent talk 
about the current status of state govern-
ment.  He spoke of the improved economy 
in the state and the positive flow of tax  
 
Continued on Page 7 

Eric Kelmenson Honored by the  
Philipsburg Historical Foundation 

Eric Kelmenson 
was recently hon-
ored by the 
Philipsburg His-
torical Foundation 
at their annual 
dinner held Octo-
ber 16th.  Mark 
Seinfelt of the 
PHF presented the 
J. Clair Simler 
Memorial Award 
for Historical 

Preservation to Eric.  
Eric is the current president of the Philipsburg Re-
vitalization Corporation.  Through his leadership, 
the PRC board has been reorganized and Faith 
Maguire hired as the projects coordinator.   
 

Eric moved to this area from the state of Maine.  He 
has been renovating multiple properties in the 
downtown area of Philipsburg.  He has terrific en-

thusiasm for generating positive outcomes in the 
downtown.  Congratulations Eric on being recog-
nized by the PHF. 

Nittany Laser, 
LLC has expand-
ed again at the 
Partnership’s 
Moshannon Val-
ley Regional 
Business Center.  
Drew Nissley of 
the State College 
area is the owner 
of this company.  
Nittany Laser has 
been a business 
tenant of the 

MVRBC since June 
2013.  The company provides a wide range of laser 
processing tools and services, from custom-
designed laser cladding tools and turn-key systems 
to in-house laser cladding, welding and machining. 
 

This business started with just over 2,000 square 
feet of space and has now grown to a manufactur-
ing and production area of just over 7,700 square 

feet.  

Drew Nissley, Owner of Nittany Laser 

Eric Kelmenson, PRC President 

Senator Jake Corman guest speaker at Philipsburg Kiwanis Club meeting 
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IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT  
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• Tax Free Keystone Opportunity Zone 

• 3 Lots Still Available 

• Located Along PA Route 322 One Mile East of Philipsburg 

• Complete With All Utilities 

 

Contact:  Stan LaFuria, Executive Director 

Phone:  814-342-2260,  

Email:  slafuria@mvedp.org 

WWW.MVEDP.ORG 

MOSHANNON VALLEY  
REGIONAL BUSINESS PARK 

    Total       Developable    Asking  
Lot #    Acres Acres         Price 
 
Lot #3      8.5  1.2      $30,000 
 
Lot #6      4.9  2.2      $55,000 
 

Lot #11     4.9  4.9     $123,075 

Sites Available at the  
Regional Business Park 

 

 Advanced Powder Products, Inc., a company owned by 
Don Heaney, has been approved for a state PIDA loan of 
$1,863,795.00 for the construction of a 27,000 square foot 
addition to their manufacturing facility.  APP is located 
within the Moshannon Valley Regional Business Park. 
 
APP was first incorporated in 2000, and the company’s 
owners at that time, Don Heaney and Tracy Potter, built 
their first manufacturing facility in the MVRBP in 2004.  
The company started with just two employees.  Today, the 
company has 65 employees.  Thirty (30) of those employees 
were added just since 2016. 
 
The total cost of the new construction will be approximately 

$3.5 million.  There will also be bank financing and compa-
ny funds involved in the project. 

Advanced Powder Products  
Approved for State PIDA Loan 

Advanced Powder Products 



     The Moshannon Valley Economic Develop-
ment Partnership thanks you for your support of 
our economic & community development  

efforts! 

 

Renewals 3rd Quarter 

 

Advanced Powder Products 

Beard Law Company 

Blaise Alexander Chevrolet  & Buick 

CBT Bank A Division of Riverview Bank 

Centre Daily Times 

Certified Builders Wholesale 

Chester Hill Borough 

Choice Bumper, Inc. 

CitiClean, Inc. 

Clearfield County Career & Technology Center 

Clearfield County Recreation & Tourism Auth. 

CMT Laboratories, Inc. 

DA Stryker Trucking & Excavating 

Decatur Township 

Diamondback Automotive 

Dixoncom, LLC 

Foxpro, Inc. 

Healthcare Billing Consultants 

Harger Utility Contractors 

Heath Funeral Home 

Keller Engineers 

King Coal Sales, Inc. 

Lezzer Lumber Company 

Lock Haven University Clearfield Campus 

Lumadue Excavating, LLC 

Moore Fire Protection 

Moshannon Valley YMCA 

Nittany Clothiers, Inc. 

Penn Highlands of Philipsburg 

Philipsburg Electric Supply 

Ricotta Jewelry 

 

Continued on Page 7 

Thank You Members! Welcome New Members 
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Ameri Serv Bank 

1857 N. Atherton Street 
State College, PA  16803 

Tara Shaffer, Area Executive 

814-533-5498 

 

First National Bank 
PO Box 298 

State College, PA  16804 

William Joseph, SVP/Regional Manager 

814-235-5305 

 

Keith M. Folmar State Farm Insurance 

200 N. Centre Street 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

Keith M. Folmar, Owner/Agent 

814-342-3932 

 

Anerga, LLC 

1241 Charles Street 

State College, PA  16801 

Benson Lichtig 

814-571-5314 

 

Gordmans 

1061 N. Front Street, Ste 2 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

Kelsey Migl 

814-342-9140 



Advertising  Opportunity 
    Reserve your space in the “Moshannon Valley 
Progress.”   Take advantage of absolutely free ad-
vertising for your business.  Contact the Partnership 
for details.  Contact Sharon Yingling at 814-342-
2260 or send an email to sharonf@mvedp.org.   
     Advertising is free to Partnership members only.  
Limited space  available so call today. 
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     The MVEDP staff is always here to help 
the people in our region.  Please  
contact us with any questions and with any 
business development leads that you might 
have.  Our staff can be reached at:   
  

Stan LaFuria, Executive Director 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

slafuria@mvedp.org 

  

Sherrie Beals, Office Manager 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

sbeals@mvedp.org 

  

Sharon Yingling, Admin. Assistant 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

sharonf@mvedp.org 

 

Dave Baughman, Maintenance 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

  

Thank You  
Continued from Page 6 

MVEDP STAFF 

PIDA Loan Program 
Continued from Page 2 

Sharon Foreman Beauty Shop 

Tom Scott 

UMI Performance, Inc. 

Vaughn Environmental Services, Inc. 

Your Building Centers 

loan term.  The rate is reset after seven years but by 
a maximum of just 2%.  Another option for busi-
nesses is a fixed rate of 2.75% for the entire term 
of the loan. 
 
PIDA only provides 50% of the financing for a 
project so it is important for businesses to maintain 

good relationships with their bank or other lending 
partners.  Recent PIDA loan recipients include Ad-
vanced Powder Products, Genna Ice, Organic 

Climbing, and the MVEDP for a project at its 
Moshannon Valley Enterprise Center multi-tenant/
incubator facility.   

revenues into state coffers.  State government is 
always an interesting proposition when there is a 
Democrat in the Governor’s office and Republican 
majorities in the state house and senate.  He ex-
plained how important it is for there to be give and 
take, and middle ground found on important issues. 
 

Senator Corman said it is interesting that even with 
an improved economy, various polls across the 
state identify that the majority of residents think 
that the state is moving in the wrong direction.  He 
believes that the media pushes for polarization and 
is very negative about state government.  He said 
our system of state government is set up to man-
date compromise. 
 
Senator Corman was asked a question about the 

size of the legislature and should it be reduced.  He 
responded that he believes the size of the Senate is 
appropriate with 50 state senators.  He said there 

are currently 203 House members and that any re-
duction in the size of the legislature should be in 
the House.  A constitutional amendment is needed 

and must be passed by the legislature in two ses-
sions. 

Corman Update 
Continued from Page 3 



MOSHANNON VALLEY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 

200 SHADY LANE 

PHILIPSBURG, PA  16866 
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MVEDP FY 2019/2020 

Board of  Directors 

Steve Lyncha, 

     Eclipse Resources 

 

Bryan Bennett, 

     Central Steamers 

 

Dustin Minarchick, 

     CNB Bank 

 

Wanda Ryen, 

     Ryen Realty, Inc. 

 

Laura Koshko, 

     M&T Bank 

 

 

Jim Pollock, 

     Retired Banker 

 

Rusty Christoff, 

     Rusty’s Oil & Propane 

 

Jeff Herr, 

     Juniata Valley Bank 

 

Bill Jones, 

     Charles Jones Insurance Agency 

 

Karen Blair, 

     Penn State University 

Tom Scott, 

     Retired Ford Dealer 

 

Dr. Robert Steward, 

     Penn Highlands 

 

John Shimko, 

     Retired from Penelec 

 

Fritz Smith, 

     Happy Valley Adventure Bureau 

 

Gene Wardo, 

     Wardo Financial & Swing & Ping 


