
 

M O S H A N N O N  V A L L E Y  P R O G R E S S   

Special 

points of 

interest: 

 Free Advertising 

In The Spotlight 

 MVEDP Staff 

 

Inside this issue: 

Winter 2013 Volume     12     Issue    4 

A publication of the Moshannon Valley  

Economic Development Partnership, Inc. 

MOSHANNON VALLEY PROGRESS 

DUBOIS BUSINESS COLLEGE 

OPENS IN PHILIPSBURG 

     Philipsburg Borough today an-

nounced the approval of a HOME Pro-

gram grant through the Pennsylvania 

Department of Community and Eco-

nomic Development in the amount of 

$350,000.00.  Through collaboration 

with the Moshannon Valley Economic 

Development Partnership, this grant 

will assist homeowners in a targeted  
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     The new year 

will bring new 

opportunities for 

Philipsburg area 

residents who 

want a college 

education.  DuBois Business College 

has announced it will open a location 

in Philipsburg at 200 Shady Lane.  

Classes will begin there on January 3, 

2014.  Advanced information ses-

sions are already attracting interested 

students. 

     DuBois Business College presi-

dent, Jackie Syktich, noted, “Things 

are happening quickly.  The remodel-

ing will soon be complete, and we’re 

planning a grand opening and ribbon 

cutting to show the building to the 

public.  In the meantime we’ve begun 

meeting with prospective students, 

explaining our degree and diploma 

programs, and accepting enrollments.  

Officials of the Moshannon Valley 

Economic Development Partnership 

announced today that five candidates 

for seats on the Partnership’s board 

of directors have been elected for 

three-year terms on the board. 

 

Continued On page 7 

MVEDP Board Election Results 

& Officers Installed 

MVEDP Secures HOME Grant 

 For Philipsburg Borough 

It’s not too late to apply now and start 

classes on January 2.” 

     DBC will be holding another ad-

vance info session on Thursday, De-

cember 12 from 3 to 7PM.  The session 

will be held in the conference room of 

the Moshannon Valley Economic De-

velopment Partnership offices, 200 

Shady Lane. 

     MVEDP executive director, Stan 

LaFuria, is pleased to welcome DuBois 

Business College to Philipsburg.  

“DBC brings an excellent reputation 

and a real passion for helping students 

to succeed.  It offers very practical pro-

grams, and we think it will fill a real 

need in our local community.” 
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 Space to accommodate manufacturing, distribution, 

warehousing or other uses 

 Air conditioned offices and conference room available; 

50% of large area also has air conditioning 

 One-quarter mile from PA Rt. 322, one mile east of  

Philipsburg 

 10 miles to I-99 and to I-80 

 

Contact:  Stan LaFuria, Exec. Dir 

814-342-2260 

Email:  slafuria@mvedp.org 

MOSHANNON VALLEY  

ENTERPRISE CENTER 

DBC  
Continued from Page 1 

     “Many young people - and adults too - are looking 

for a way to complete their education without having 

to travel to State College or Altoona.  Having DuBois 

Business College right here, close to home, is a real 

economic advantage.” LaFuria concluded. 

     DuBois Business College offers Associate in Spe-

cialized Business degree and diploma programs.  Popu-

lar majors to be offered in Philipsburg include Ac-

counting and Business Management, IT and Com-

puters, Clinical Medical and Medical Assistant, Legal 

Assistant, and Graphic Arts.  Many of these programs 

can be completed in as little as 18 months. 

     “Everyone has been so cordial.  We are excited to 

be in Philipsburg,” said Jackie Skytich.  “Please stop 

by to say hello and have a look around.  Maybe some-

one in your family would like to become a DBC stu-

dent, or maybe your business would like to hire a DBC 

graduate.” 
 

MVEDP to Again Participate 

In PREP Program 

     The Partnership is pleased to announce that it 

will continue to participate in the state’s PREP 

Program.  PREP, or Partnerships for Regional Eco-

nomic Performance, was created by the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania to provide a seamless net-

work of business assistance services to current and 

potential business owners.  Partners in the program 

include chambers, industrial development organi-

zations like the MVEDP, Industrial Resource Cen-

ters, Small Business Development Centers, and the 

regional planning organizations such as SEDA-

Council of Governments and the N. Central PA 

Regional Planning & Development Commission. 

 

     The most fundamental aspect of the program is 

the individual interviews that the MVEDP will set 

up with businesses throughout the Moshannon Val-

ley.  The interviews with business officials are 

meant to provide the business owner or leader with 

an opportunity to identify to the Commonwealth 

the biggest issues faced by the business.  For ex-

ample, a local manufacturer might identify that 

they need to generate sales to foreign companies.  

MVEDP staff will then contact the export profes-

sionals at either SEDA-COG or NCPRPDC and 

have them work with the local company official.  

Coordination of services and getting the right pro-

fessionals to the table to help our local companies 

is of utmost importance. 

 

     Interviews with local business leaders will be 

set up within the next couple of months. 

Moshannon Valley  

Enterprise Center Update 

     The MVEDP continues to market the 45,000 sf. 

of space that is available at the Enterprise Center.  

In an effort to lease this space sooner than later, the 

MVEDP board of directors recently voted to enter 

into a contract with a professional commercial/ 

 

Continued on Page 8 



Advertising  Opportunity 

    Reserve your space in the “Moshannon 

Valley Progress.”   Take advantage of abso-

lutely free advertising for your business.  

Contact the Partnership for details.  Contact 

Sharon Yingling at 814-342-2260 or send 

an email to sharonf@mvedp.org. 

    Advertising is free to Partnership mem-

bers only.  Limited space available so call 

today. 
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Merry Christmas! 

Happy New Year! 

Do you want to Start a 

Business? 

     The Small Business Development 

Centers at Clarion University and 

Penn State will be holding a work-

shops from January through June 

2014 on how to start and finance a 

new business.  There will be monthly 

seminars that provide overviews on 

the steps to start a business along 

with an in-depth look at a business 

plan.  Topics include business regis-

trations, licenses, business struc-

tures, taxation, research tools, and 

what to expect in financing your busi-

ness.  Registration is required.  Con-

tact information: www.clarion.edu/ 

sbdc/training/; (814) 393-2060 or 

toll free at (877) 292-1843. 

SBDC/Penn State:  www.sbdc.psu. 

edu; (814) 863-4293.   

neighborhood area of both Phil-

ipsburg Borough and Rush Town-

ship. 

 

     “Without a doubt economic 

growth and community stability 

go hand-in-hand and play an im-

portant role in determining the 

success of our economy,” said 

Department of Community and 

Economic Development Secretary 

C. Alan Walker.  On behalf of 

Governor Corbett I am pleased to 

announce the award of a 

$350,000 HOME grant to support 

revitalization efforts and growth 

in these two communities.”  

     John Shimko, President of the 

MVEDP’s board of directors was 

pleased to learn of the grant offer.  

“The MVEDP has been involved 

in housing rehabilitation work 

since 1996,” said Shimko.  “This 

new grant of $350,000 puts the 

total grants secured figure at just 

over $2.9 million.  It is our eighth 

grant approval.  At the comple-

tion of this new project, we will 

have assisted over 175 families 

with housing rehabilitation 

work,” he said. 

 

     “We want to thank Philipsburg 

Borough for agreeing to be the 

official applicant for the HOME 

Program funding,” said Stan La-

Furia, Executive Director of the 

MVEDP.  “The borough and 

Rush Township are our partners 

in the effort to help income-

eligible families with needed 

improvements to their homes,” 

he said. 

 

     “The target area of this pro-

ject is consistent with the Elm 

Street neighborhood area as de-

veloped by the Philipsburg Re-

vitalization Corporation,” said 

LaFuria.  “That neighborhood 

area extends from North Centre 

Street out to the Fifteenth Street 

area, with Presqueisle Street the 

south border and the Cherry 

Street area to the north.  The 

target area then extends into 

Rush Township to include the 

neighborhood areas near the 

Rush Township building and 

then out to the Enterprise Center 

on Shady Lane Drive,” he said. 

 

     Improvements that can be 

done to the home include: new 

roofs, furnaces, electrical and 

plumbing work, foundations, 

windows and doors and siding.  

The most important work items 

are completed first and all code 

violations must be addressed. 

 

     Residents of the target area 

should contact the MVEDP to 

determine if they are eligible for 

housing rehabilitation assis-

tance.  HUD income guidelines 

are used to determine eligibility.  

Contact Sherrie Beals at the 

MVEDP at 342-2260. 

“We want to thank Philipsburg Borough 

for agreeing to be the official applicant 

for the HOME Program funding,” said  

Stan LaFuria, Executive Director of the 

MVEDP. 

Philipsburg Borough 
Continued from Page 1 
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 Tax Free Keystone Opportunity Zone 

 6 Lots Still Available 

 Located Along PA Route 322 One Mile East of Philipsburg 

 Complete With All Utilities 

 

Contact:  Stan LaFuria, Exec. Dir., 814-342-2260 

Email:  slafuria@mvedp.org 

MOSHANNON VALLEY  

REGIONAL BUSINESS PARK 

 



     The Moshannon Valley Economic 

Development Partnership thanks 

you for your support of our           

economic & community develop-

ment efforts! 

 

Renewals 4TH Quarter 

 

Advanced Powder Products 

American Home Patient 

Beard Law Company 

Central Intermediate Unit #10 

Chester Hill Borough 

Choice Bumper, Inc. 

Clearfield County Career &  

    Technology Center 

Clearfield County Recreation & 

    Tourism Authority 

Country Inn & Suites  

Curry & Associates, Inc. 

Custom castings Northeast 

Decatur Township 

DuBois Business College 

 

Continued on Page 7 

Thank You! 

Belding & Mull, Inc. 

1878 Port Matilda Hwy. 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

342-1800 

 

Blaise Alexander Chevrolet Buick 

113 Walton Street 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

342-3223 

 

Central PA Community Action 

PO Box 792 

Clearfield, PA  16830 

765-1551 

 

Children’s Aid Society 

1008 S. 2nd Street 

Clearfield, PA  16830 

765-2686 

 

Citicteam Janitorial Services 

2173 E. College Avenue 

State College, PA  16801 

237-9661 

 

Country Inn & Suites 

1357 East College Avenue 

State College, PA  16801 

234-6000 

 

DuBois Business Colllege 

200 Shay Lane 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

 

Gannett Fleming 

800 Leonard Street 

Clearfield, PA  16830 

765-4320 

 

Grattan’s Pharmacy 

230 North Front Street 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

342-2020 

 

Happy Valley Mini Golf 

1890 S. Atherton Street 

State College, PA  16801 

466-6840 
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WELCOME  NEW 2013 MEMBERS 

Jefferson County Development 

Jefferson Place 

155 Main Street, 2nd Floor 

Brookville, PA  15825 

849-3047 

 

Legal Shield 

250 Meadowsweet Drive 

State College, PA  16801 

470-0487 

 

Lock Haven University 

Clearfield Campus 

201 University Drive 

Clearfield, PA  16830 

768-3401 

 

Lumadue Excavating, LLC 

160 Hummingbird Lane 

West Decatur, PA  16878 

765-7237 

 

Metlife 

944 Beaver Drive 

DuBois, PA  15801 

857-7176 

 

Nittany Clothiers, Inc. 

PO Box 10606 

State College, PA  16805 

234-8236 

 

Philipsburg Borough 

PO Box 631 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

342-3440 

 

Ricoh USA 

2601 Gateway Drive 

State College, PA  16801 

231-5738 

 

Sneath Fire Safety Equipment 

415 Five Points Road 

La Jose, PA  15753 

814-277-6887 

 

Srock Contracting 

44 6th Street 

Houtzdale, PA  16651 

592-3360 

The GEO Group, Inc. 

555 Geo Drive 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

768-1200 

 

W.R. Straw/All-Chem Distributors 

2701 Industrial Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16601 

944-0188 

 

WPHB 

1884 Port Matilda Hwy. 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

342-2300 



MVEDP Election  
Continued from Page 1 
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     The MVEDP staff is always here to 

help the people in our community.  

Please feel free to contact us with any 

questions.  Our staff can be reached at:   

  

Stanley M. LaFuria, Executive Director 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

slafuria@mvedp.org 

  

Sherrie Beals, Office Manager 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

sbeals@mvedp.org 

  

Sharon Yingling, Admin. Assistant 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

sharonf@mvedp.org 

  

Dave Baughman,  

Maintenance Supervisor 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

  

Ross Williams, Maintenance 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

MVEDP Staff  

Thank You! 
Continued from Page 6 

Habitat for Humanity Greater  

    Centre County 

Healthcare Billing Consultants 

Heath Funeral Home 

Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. 

Hrenko Insurance Agency 

Iron Furnace, LLC 

JAWCo. Fire 

King Coal Sales, Inc. 

Leadership Centre County 

M&T Bank 

Moshannon Valley Pharmacy 

Moshannon Valley YMCA  

     Branch of Centre County 

Nittany Office Equipment 

Philipsburg Electric Supply 

Pre-Cut Lumber 

Primerica 

Pro Care Therapy & Health Club 

Ray Walker 

REICHdrill, Inc. 

Ricotta Jewelry 

Rush Township 

Sharon Foreman Beauty Shop 

     “In late-October, the MVEDP held its annual board of director’s 

election,” said Stan LaFuria, Executive Director of the Partnership. 

Eight people were running for the five available seats on our 15-

member board of directors.  We received back 88 of the 181 ballots 

that were mailed for an excellent response rate of 49%.  We are 

pleased to announce that the four candidates that either retained or 

won a seat on our board include:  Jeff Herr, Bill Jones, John Shimko, 

Karen Blair, and Rick Kistler,” he said. 

     Other MVEDP board members include:  Rusty Christoff, Steven 

Lyncha, Michael Conte, Jerry McKinney, Jim Pollock, Mark Nar-

tatez, Tom Scott, Robert Steward, Jared Ricotta and Michael Koval-

cin. 

     “Michael Kovalcin is also a new MVEDP board member having 

been appointed by the board for a two-year term to fill the seat of a 

departing board member,” said LaFuria. 

     At their board of directors meeting on November 19th, the Partner-

ship installed new officers.  The new officers include:  Jeff Herr, 

President, Rusty Christoff, 1st V.P., Steven Lyncha, V.P., Michael 

Conte, V.P., Jerry McKinney, Treasurer, and Jim Pollock, Assis-

tant Treasurer. 

     The MVEDP is a private, non-profit economic development or-

ganization that is dedicated to working with both the public and pri-

vate sectors to stimulate new investment and improvements through-

out the Moshannon Valley region. 
  

Sheetz, Inc. 

Skills of Central PA 

Vaux Electronics 

Windy Hill village  

    of the Presbyterian Home 

Your Building Center 



MOSHANNON VALLEY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 

200 SHADY LANE 

PHILIPSBURG, PA  16866 

Have a Safe & Happy Holiday Season! 

Update: Former  

Philipsburg Area Hospital Site 

industrial real estate firm.  The space is divided into 

two areas, one of 23,000 sf. and the other of 22,000 

sf.  The space can be subdivided into smaller areas if 

there is a business that only requires a smaller space 

in which to operate. 

 

     There will soon be a public announcement about 

the arrival of a new business tenant within the Enter-

prise Center. 

     At their board meeting on Tuesday, October 15, 

2013, the MVEDP’s board of directors voted to move 

forward with applying for state funding for a project 

that involves demolition and site clearing at the site 

of the former Philipsburg Area Hospital.  The 

MVEDP is now working with the Pennsylvania De-

partment of Community & Economic Development 

and Secretary, C. Alan Walker to arrange the fund-

ing that will be needed to make the site ready for 

new development.  Without funding from DCED, 

the project will not be possible. 

 

     Pennsylvania taxpayers are currently paying 

$250,000 per year for full-time security and grass 

cutting at the former hospital site.  The MVEDP 

does not believe that this is a good use of public 

funds.  If funding is approved for the redevelopment 

of the site, the MVEDP will then work with local 

elected officials and the PA Department of General 

Services on the transfer of the property to the 

MVEDP. 

 

     The hospital property is 14.77 acres.  There is 

every possibility that the site could be subdivided 

and multiple developments located there.  One key 

attribute of the property is the availability of natural 

gas.  This will be the only ready-to-go development 

site in the entire region with natural gas availability. 

Enterprise Center Update 
Continued From Page 2 


