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for Growth in the Central PA 

Region 

A Message from the 

Executive Director 

One of the most 

alarming prob-

lems facing 

many communi-

ties today is the 

problem with 

the use and 

abuse of illegal 

drugs and prescription painkillers.  

There is a serious drug problem in the 

Philipsburg region.  A couple of years 

ago, we started to hear from area em-

ployers that they were having difficulty 

finding good workers because many 

young workers were not able to pass 

drug tests.  Public service announce-

ments urging heroin users or addicts to 

get help have been common on the radio 

for over four years.    

 

There have been many deaths in our 

area from drug overdoses.  Earlier this 

year, heroin was passed from an em-

ployee of a business located at the En-

terprise Center to someone else working 

in the building.  The State Police were 

contacted but no arrest was made. 

 

We need to figure out a way to combat 

the drug problem in this area.  With that 

in mind, I approached the MVEDP’s 

board of directors at our meeting of Au-

gust 16th and asked that we somehow get 

involved in an effort to raise awareness 

and combat the drug problem in the 

area.  

 

Continued on Page 2 

    A new state job training initiative 

aims to help employers improve 

their workforce.  The new  

JOBS1stPA program will bring to-

gether employers, workforce devel-

opment organizations and economic 

development offices such as the 

MVEDP to provide training funds 

to businesses that need to upgrade 

the skill levels of their employees. 

 

The MVEDP is now working with 

the Central PA Workforce Invest-

ment Board, SEDA-Council of  

 

Continued on Page 2 

By letter dated September 3, 2014, 

the MVEDP was informed by the 

PA Department of Community and 

Economic Development (DCED) 

that it has been re-certified for fis-

cal year 2014-15. Approximately 

seven years ago, DCED began a 

certification process to ensure that 

economic development organiza-

tions had the expertise, skills, and 

experience to administer certain 

state financing programs such as  

 

 

Continued on Page 3 

MVEDP Re-Certified  

by PA DCED 
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Continued from page 1 

     Staff of the MVEDP 

is currently taking appli-

cations from homeown-

ers interested in partici-

pating in the Philipsburg 

Borough Housing Rehab Phase V project.  The Bor-

ough proposes to target the ELM Street area in the 

Borough and also the area contiguous to the Elm 

Street area in adjoining Rush Township. 

       The MVEDP’s housing rehabilitation program 

provides grant assistance to homeowners to bring 

their homes up to code.  Improvements may include 

new furnaces, electrical, plumbing, roof, foundations 

and new windows and doors. 

     Homeowners must be income eligible to partici-

pate in the program.  Eligibility guidelines and tar-

geted area can be secured by contacting Sherrie 

Beals of the MVEDP at 342-2260 or applications 

can be downloaded from our website 

www.mvedp.org. 

  

Message 
Continued from page 1 

The board of directors directed the staff to make the 

right contacts with those involved with this problem 

on a daily basis, such as the Centre County Drug 

and Alcohol office. 

 

The goal is to enlighten area residents about the 

problem that exists in this area; to bring together 

professionals who can offer their expertise to the 

community on ways to prevent or deal with the drug 

and alcohol problem, and, to let the drug folks know 

that the citizens of this area are sick of the harm that 

is being caused to people and families living here. 

 

The MVEDP contacted our elected officials and 

asked that they take the lead on organizing a public 

hearing concerning the drug problem.  A public 

hearing has been scheduled for Wednesday, October 

29th at 6:00 p.m. at Gethsemane United Methodist 

Church located along the Allport Cutoff across the 

road from the West Branch School.  Our thanks to 

Representative Tommy Sankey, Representative 

Scott Conklin, and Senator John Wozniak for orga-

nizing this public meeting. 

Now Accepting 
Housing Rehab Applications 

Governments and other economic development 

groups to further this job training initiative. 

First up is finalizing a survey instrument that will be 

used to identify those businesses who might need 

training for their workers.  Once the survey docu-

ment is finalized, the MVEDP will be involved in 

surveying area businesses to identify any training 

needs.  If a company has a need for training, work 

will then be done to organize the training that is ap-

plicable to the company’s needs. 

 

Over the next few months, MVEDP staff will be in-

volved in surveying area businesses to determine if 

there is a need for training programs.  An improved 

workforce and hopefully the creation of new job op-

portunities are the bottom-line goals of this effort. 

The annual MVEDP board of directors election will 

take place in October.  Five of the fifteen board seats 

are up for election.  The staff has learned that Jerry 

McKinney, Dr. Bob Steward Jr., and Steve Lyncha 

will seek to retain their seats.  The election ballots 

will be mailed in early October, the voting will take 

place, and then the results reviewed by the board of 

directors at their meeting in November.  The new 

board will begin their term on December 1st.  Mem-

bers: please make every effort to return the ballots!  

Thank you. 

MVEDP  

Board of Directors Election 
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International Trade Representatives 

to be in the Region   

Each year, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

brings its international trade representatives back to 

the state to provide companies here with an opportu-

nity to develop new international trade relationships.  

These international trade development officials live 

in countries located throughout the world.  Pennsyl-

vania’s international trade representatives will meet 

with local company officials to determine if there are 

new sales and development opportunities. 

 

Central PA International Trade Conference 

September 19, 2014 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Celebration Hall 

State College, PA 

 

“Bringing the World to You” 

Friday, September 26, 2014 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Red Fern 

Kersey, PA 

Penn National Insurance  

Dividend Paid to MVEDP 

     Bill Jones of Charles A. Jones Insurance Agency 

presents a dividend check to Stan LaFuria, Executive 

Director of the MVEDP.  All members of the MVEDP 

that have insurance coverage through Penn National 

Insurance, and that are also members of the Chamber 

Choice organization, are eligible to receive an annual 

dividend disbursement.  For the last two years,  

Penn National/Chamber Choice, has paid out 11% 

dividends. 

the PA Industrial Development Authority low interest 

loan program.  The MVEDP has been certified by 

DCED every year since the certification program was 

first developed.  In order to be certified with DCED, 

the organization must complete at least 20 credits of 

training each year with 6 of those credits in the area of 

finance. 

The MVEDP’s staff is constantly involved in training 

to ensure that it is up to date on financing programs 

and economic and community development programs. 

 

 

 

MVEDP Re-Certified 
Continued from page 1 

Small Business Development  

Center Training 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

The First Step of Starting a Business 

200 Technology Center, Room 243 

9:00 a.m.—noon, $20.00 - Sponsored by SF& 

Company 

 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Advanced QuickBooks, 200 Technology Center, 

Room 243, 8:00 a.m.—Noon, $79 per person, per 

class or $139 per person for two classes, or 

$215 for all three classes. 

 

Friday, October 3, 2014 

Tax and Bookkeeping Considerations for Small 

Business, 200 Technology Center, Room 243 

9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.—$69.00  
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IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT  
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Do You Know You Can Save Lives With Just a Few Hours a Month? 

 

The best cancer treatments in the world can’t help if you can’t get there.  

Every day, people with cancer need a ride to a medical facility for treat-

ment.  The Road to Recovery program assists patients and their caregivers 

with their transportation needs.  

 

Volunteer drivers donate their time and resources to take patients to treat-
ment appointments.  Drivers must have a safe and reliable vehicle, valid 
driver’s license, proof of auto insurance, and a good driving record.  Your 
schedule can be flexible; only volunteer when it is convenient for you.  
Drive as much or as little as you like. Every ride can make a difference to a 
local patient.   

 

For information on how you can volunteer, please contact Jan Ulmer at 
(570-326-4149 or jan.ulmer@cancer.org. 



The Moshannon Valley Economic Development   

Partnership thanks you for your support of our  

economic & community development efforts! 

 

Renewals 3rd Quarter 

 

Adler’s Market 

Big Rock Swing & Ping 

Boggs Township 

C Classic Dodge Chrysler Jeep 

Cen-Clear Child Services 

Central PA Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Centre Concrete 

Centre County Community Foundation 

Centre Daily Times 

Certified Builders Wholesale 

Charles A. Jones Insurance Agency 

Charles Navasky & Company 

Chester Hill Borough 

Children’s Aid Society 

CitiClean, Inc. 

Clayton Hetrick State Farm Insurance 

Clearfield Bank & Trust 

Clearfield County EDC 

CMP Energy Solutions 

Conklin’s Corner Antique Mall & Gift 

Shop 

Cutting Edge Machining Solutions 

Decatur Village 

Denise Franko-Bacher 

Diamondback Automotive 

Dr. William Harkins 

Drucker Diagnostics 

E.M. Brown, Inc. 

Gannett Fleming 

Geisinger Medical Group 

Genna Distributing Co. 

Happy Valley Mini Golf 

Thank You 

Heath Funeral Home 

Houtzdale Heating & Air 

Karen Blair 

Laird Design & Graphic Services 

Larry’s Saw Shop 

Lee Industries, Inc. 

Legal Shield 

M&T Bank 

McDonalds of Philipsburg 

Mike Baron 

Moshannon Valley Pharmacy 

Moshannon Valley Surgical Clinic 

 

Continued on Page 8 
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     The MVEDP helps the private sector to generate new employment opportunities by 

providing sites and building space to businesses.  Anyone who brings a lead (business 

owner) to the MVEDP that buys a lot in our Business Park, or rents space in either of 

our two multi-tenant buildings will be paid a 5% finder’s fee.  For example, if a new 

lease is signed and $30,000 in rent will be paid over a two-year period, the “finder” 

will be paid a lump sum fee of $1,500.00!  The MVEDP considers everyone in the community to be its 

partner in working to enhance the economy of this region.  Bring us a new business tenant or business 

owner that purchases land in our Regional Business Park and GET PAID! 

GET PAID FOR HELPING THE MVEDP 
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MOSHANNON  VALLEY  

ENTERPRISE  CENTER  

 Space to accommodate manufacturing,                           

warehousing, office or other uses 

 Air conditioned offices 

 Conference room available  

 One-quarter mile from PA Rt. 322 

 Low cost rental rates and flexible leases 

 Maintenance staff available 

 Space from 2,000 SF. to 45,000 SF. 

  

Moshannon Valley  

Economic Development Partnership 

Contact:  Stan LaFuria, Exec. Dir. 

Phone:  814-342-2260 

Email:  slafuria@mvedp.org 

 

SPACE  AVAILABLE 

 



Thank You 
Continued from page 6 

MOSHANNON VALLEY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 

200 SHADY LANE 

PHILIPSBURG, PA  16866 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Dixoncom, LLC 

220 N. Front Street,  Suite #3 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

Phone:  1-814-287-1038 

Annette Bickle & 

Ethan Dixon 

 

Farmers Insurance Nicholas A. Gray 

313 Walton Street 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

Phone:  814-343-5444 

Nick Gray 

 

Vaughn Environmental Services, Inc. 

186 Thompson Road, Suite 2 

Philipsburg, PA  16866 

Phone:  814-342-3749 

Jeff Vaughn, Vice President 
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Nittany Clothiers, Inc. 

Nittany Oil Company 

Nor East Mapping 

Olenick’s Printing & Photography 

Philipsburg County Market 

Philipsburg Electric Supply 

Philipsburg Marble & Granite 

PMG Pennsylvania Corp. 

Ray Walker 

Srock Contracting 

Sundance Auto Sales 

Tom Scott 

UGI-Central Penn Gas 

Your Building Center 

 


